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Novartis Foundation symposium showcases sustainable healthcare
interventions


Event illustrates how strong partnerships and innovative service delivery models
can result in improved patient outcomes in low- and middle-income countries



Selected interventions demonstrate success in moving past the pilot phase
towards validation and scale, including a telemedicine project that aims to
improve healthcare access in rural areas of Ghana



The Novartis Foundation strategic approach to philanthropy includes
partnerships, innovation and measurement to achieve more sustainable
improvements in healthcare

Basel, November 21, 2014 – Today, the Novartis Foundation, formerly named the
Novartis Foundation for Sustainable Development, convenes its annual symposium. This
year’s topic – “Sustainable healthcare interventions: from blueprint to lasting impact” –
brings together philanthropists, local partners and innovators to explore the journey from
idea generation and pilot projects to the realization of scalable and sustainable
healthcare systems that improve outcomes for patients in low- and middle-income
countries.
“We are at a tipping point in global health where we see a critical lack of investment in
healthcare systems in low- and middle-income countries, while at the same time the
rapid expansion of connectivity and use of mobile health technologies in these same
geographies allows for significant expansion of patient reach through innovation,” said
Ann Aerts, Head of the Novartis Foundation and moderator of the symposium. “Today we
will see a glimpse of how strong partnerships and innovative service delivery models are
pushing the situation in the direction of stronger, sustainable health services that
enhance access to quality care.”
The event kicks off with examples that illustrate the importance of measurement, policy,
innovation and local partnerships to set the stage for scalable and sustainable healthcare
solutions.
- Zia Khan, Rockefeller Foundation, discusses how strategic philanthropy can drive
impact and scale.
-

Hassan Mshinda, Tanzania Commission for Science and Technology, reviews the
inclusion of science, technology and public-private partnerships for innovation in
Tanzania.

-

Krishna Udayakumar, International Partnership for Innovative Healthcare
Delivery, presents improvement to quality affordable healthcare through
innovation.

“While important, ideas and data alone won’t solve our most difficult healthcare
problems. To ensure lasting impact, we need to bundle different kinds of innovations into
solutions that government, the private sector, and citizens can help scale up – then get
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down to the important work implementing with, and listening to, the local communities we
set out to serve in the first place,” said Zia Khan, Vice President for Initiatives and
Strategy at the Rockefeller Foundation.
The journey continues with highlights of several Novartis Foundation-supported
interventions at various stages of development, from a healthcare worker training center
in Tanzania on the verge of becoming a social enterprise to a leprosy detection
application still in the concept stage.
-

Senga Pemba, Director, Tanzania Training Centre for International Health
(TTCIH), speaks about the positive impact of the development of local talent. This
autonomous center in rural Tanzania, which supplies much needed training,
services and facilities for the development of skilled health professionals in subSaharan Africa, has been supported by a partnership between the Novartis
Foundation, the Tanzanian Ministry of Health and Social Welfare and the Swiss
Tropical and Public Health Institute. Today, it is gradually offsetting the financial
support of the Novartis Foundation, making progress toward becoming a social
enterprise.

-

Isaac Adams, Director Research, Statistics and Information for the Ministry of
Health, Ghana, discusses the factors which have allowed for the recent
expansion of the telemedicine project which aims to improve healthcare access
via technology in rural areas of Ghana. The project is supported by the Novartis
Foundation and is being done in collaboration with the Ministry of Health, Ghana
and the Earth Institute, Columbia University.

-

Maria Teresa Dioko, Novartis Philippines, highlights her team’s involvement in
several Novartis Foundation-supported projects in the Philippines, particularly an
mHealth tool, rolled-out in collaboration with the Ministry of Health in the
Philippines, that enables nurses to send pictures of potential leprosy lesions on
their patients to specialists for diagnosis.

-

Harjatin Singh, Ishan Kothari and Arpit Sabherwal, students at the Vellore
Institute of Technology and co-creators of the Leprosy Predictor, a mobile
application to improve early detection of leprosy through imaging, pressure
monitoring and telemedicine, present their concept to the participants. Theirs was
the winning idea in a “hack-a-thon” challenge issued by the Novartis Foundation
this past summer in an effort to find an innovative solution to improve leprosy
detection and diagnosis in children.

The Foundation has also officially changed its name to the Novartis Foundation from
Novartis Foundation for Sustainable Development. This change reflects the Foundation’s
role as the primary foundation for Novartis, and underlines its increasing focus on
supporting projects that drive quality healthcare in low- and middle-income countries,
building on the Novartis mission of caring and curing.
More information about the program of today’s symposium:
www.novartisfoundation.org/symposium.
You can follow the symposium live today as a webcast from 9:00am CET:
www.novartisfoundation.org/webcast.
From 11:30am CET you can download the biographies and photos of speakers, as well
as their speeches: www.novartisfoundation.org/symposium.
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About the Novartis Foundation
The Novartis Foundation is committed to ensuring quality healthcare in low and middle
income countries. We take a strategic approach to philanthropy, meaning we work handin-hand and on the ground with our global and local partners on projects addressing an
unmet need in a particular locale. Together with our collaborators, we include innovation
and measurement in every project, with the ultimate goal that the projects will evolve into
a scalable and sustainable healthcare solutions and policies that will improve health
outcomes.
For more information, please visit:
www.novartisfoundation.org
www.youtube.com/novartisfoundation
Disclaimer
This press release contains expressed or implied forward-looking statements, including
statements that can be identified by terminology such as “can,” “aims,” “will,” “set the
stage,” “on the verge,” “committed,” “goal,” or similar expressions. Such forward-looking
statements reflect the current views of the Group regarding future events, and involve
known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that may cause actual results
to be materially different from any future results expressed or implied by such
statements. These expectations could be affected by, among other things, risks and
factors referred to in the Risk Factors section of Novartis AG's current Form 20-F on file
with the US Securities and Exchange Commission. Novartis is providing the information
in this press release as of this date and does not undertake any obligation to update it in
the future.
About Novartis
Novartis provides innovative healthcare solutions that address the evolving needs of
patients and societies. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis offers a diversified
portfolio to best meet these needs: innovative medicines, eye care, cost-saving generic
pharmaceuticals, preventive vaccines, over-the-counter and animal health products.
Novartis is the only global company with leading positions in these areas. In 2013, the
Group achieved net sales of USD 57.9 billion, while R&D throughout the Group
amounted to approximately USD 9.9 billion (USD 9.6 billion excluding impairment and
amortization charges). Novartis Group companies employ approximately 133,000 fulltime-equivalent associates and sell products in more than 150 countries around the
world. For more information, please visit http://www.novartis.com.
Novartis is on Twitter. Sign up to follow @Novartis at http://twitter.com/novartis.
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Novartis Media Relations
Central media line : +41 61 324 2200
Elizabeth Power
Novartis Global Media Relations
+1 212 830 2466 (direct)
+1 617 583 3015 (mobile)
elizabeth.power@novartis.com

Julie Morrow
Novartis Foundation
+41 61 696 2421 (direct)
+41 79 224 5666 (mobile)
julie.morrow@novartis.com

e-mail: media.relations@novartis.com
For Novartis multimedia content, please visit www.thenewsmarket.com/Novartis
For questions about the site or required registration, please contact:
journalisthelp@thenewsmarket.com.
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Novartis Investor Relations
Central phone:
Samir Shah
Pierre-Michel Bringer
Thomas Hungerbuehler
Isabella Zinck

+41 61 324 7944
+41 61 324 7944
+41 61 324 1065
+41 61 324 8425
+41 61 324 7188

e-mail: investor.relations@novartis.com

North America:
Stephen Rubino
Jill Pozarek

+1 862 778 8301
+1 212 830 2445

e-mail: investor.relations@novartis.com
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